176                                LOTH AIR.

Theodora was always at home. Lothair used to hurry to
town from his morning visit, dine at some great house,
which satisfied the demands of society, and then drive down
to Roehampton. The guests of the evening saloon, when
they witnessed the high ceremony of Lothair's manner,
which was natural to him, when he entered, and the wel-
come of Theodora, could hardly believe that a few hours
only had elapsed since their separation.

And what was the manner of Theodora to him when they
were alone ? Precisely as before. She never seemed in the
least surprised that he called on her every day, or even twice
a day. Sometimes she was alone, frequently she had com-
panions, but she was always the same, always appeared
gratified at his arrival, and always extended to him the
same welcome, graceful and genial, but without a spark of
coquetry. Yet she did not affect to conceal that she took a
certain interest in him, because she was careful to introduce
him to distinguished men, and would say, 'You should
know him; he is master of such a subject. You will hear
things that you ought to know.' But all this in a sincere
and straightforward manner. Theodora had not the
slightest affectation; she was always natural, though a
little reserved. But this reserve appeared to be the result
of modesty rather than of any desire of concealment. When
they were alone, though always calm, she would talk with
freedom and vivacity, but in the presence of others sho
rather led to their display, and encouraged them, often
with a certain degree of adroit simplicity, to descant on
topics which interested them, or of which they were com-
petent to treat. Alone with Lothair, and they were often
alone, though she herself never obtruded the serious subjects
round which ho was always fluttering, she never avoided
them, and without involving herself in elaborate arguments,
or degenerating into conversational controversy, sho had a
Labit of asking a question, or exprossing a sentiment, which
affected his feeling or perplexed his ODinions.